 -- HIPAA Security Standards Rule Published
(20/21 February 2003)
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has published the final version of health care information security standards under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). While affected entities must comply with HIPAA privacy standards by April 14, 2003, they have until April 21, 2005 to comply with the security rule. The standards include conducting a risk analysis, developing policies and procedures and contingency plans in the event of an attack, and ensuring that everyone is aware of the policies. The standards do not dictate specific technology, but instead allow health care organizations tailor their policies and procedures to their specific needs. There is some concern that the rules will invite litigation. http://www.nwfusion.com/news/2003/0220goverpubli.html
http://www.fcw.com/fcw/articles/2003/0217/web-hippaa-02-21-03.asp
http://www.computerworld.com/governmenttopics/government/policy/story/0,10801,78684,00.html
[Editor's Note (Northcutt): The best HIPAA summary we have seen is the one by Steve Weil: http://www.sans.org/projects/hipaa.php
